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go hand in hand  He boldly said that
+ could not become a healthy game.
mphasin on trath and proper means
In the words of Lord H'-":Hl Orr.
“Truth and fruth i1 arta wed b1 comtemplation; justice for all men,
freedom for all nations to develop their oWR resources according 1o
thelr agency, ‘ff‘r.]‘.:l:l'ﬂ for i(ndividuls witlen narions that Is comi-
'ﬁ'-’-f ,’.NI*M. RO marher wWhar o) I.;JZ'I creed, wind! religion . pp
 elsical use they have: frecdom from discase, lunger and poverty:
in @& word complels freedom for all so that cach (ndividual coufd
attaln his kigheat innafe capacily :‘al_r phvaical, psychological gngd
culisiral well bring.  Anid the striking feature of Gandhifi*s principle
war rhar these preal ideas could omly be attained by now-vialews
mecmares. That I think, was the moit imporiant part of the

Gandhian eaeiing 1 our deliberations.”

His Philosophy of Now-Viclemee. Gandhiji's another
coatribution Lo poliucal thought s his plulosophy of non-viclence,
pon-cooperalion and sarvagroh, He relt that with the help of
these weapoas even the grealesi and the most powerflul encmy
could be defeated without leaving any bitterness behind 1. He
surprised the world whben Be said that weapons were nol needed
for over-throwing an cmpire bur what was needed was a troe mind
paving real fansin God or in other words in becoming a true
saryagrahi. Gandhiji then also conotributed by saying that man
wasan codin ischi and it was only soul for which the stale
should care.  All staie sctivities should move with the sole
object of mising moral and economic lile of the subjects, Ope

forget %ud.hiji's coptribouon towards political thought
be smid that it was difficult Lo separate » man into his
and secular aspects. [t was rather an impossible task
such must go side by side complementing rather than
coniradicting each other.

Tribates to Gandhiji. High wibutes bave been paid to
Gandhuji both by Indian as well as world Jeaders. Dr. John Haynes
went to the extent of saying that Gandhiji was the greatest man in
the world after Jesus Christ. Romain Rolland said, ‘ Mahatma Gandhi
has raised up three hundred million of iz fellow men, shaken the
Bririch Empire and inaugurared in iuman polisics, the mast power-
Jul movement that the whole world has seen for nearly two thousand
years.” Sir Siafford Cripps said, “There har beem no greater
apiritwal leader in the worid inowr own times.” Lord Hulifax
said about Gandhiji, I suppose there could be few men in all
history who by their own personal character and example have
been . able deeply 1o influence the thought of their generation.”
Dr. Radbakrishnan bas said about him. *'Great teacher appears
once in o while. Several centuries may pass by without the advent

of such aone, Thar by which he is known in his life. He first lives

religion and poiitics musl
unless that was done politic
Again we find that be laid &
for achiweving Tght cods
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az.i Eﬂl athers how they may live likewise. Such @ feacher wad
‘ J_l Dr. Rajendra Prasad said sbout Gandbiji, “ Mahaims
| o restent contribution, hawever, does nof consist in making
matics of India politically self-conscious ond vrganising them o8 @
scale they had never before been numﬂkfﬂ s my mind his
lnr:-:m contribution fo Indian politics and perhaps 1o the humagnily
::;h world at large lies in the unigue method which he has pre-
d gnd employed far Kghring wrong,™

. Comclusion. We may, however, conclude with Allen that,
il was the merit of Gandhi thas, while revealing to his pe

of single human being in an age of orgpanbation gad mechinery wnd
the maties, he put those powers o the highest wir, In kim we
saw what can be accomplished, not by the self assertive will, but
by the will whally dedicaied fo God and the gpood of men.
possessed ithe only valid coin of authority, nof that which
’,.’:,'}‘5 others that i may rise but that which lift there to its own



 country like India.
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We :
Cnmmuuiscr;n' Ill'u:r[m,:.’ safely conclude that Gandhism is not
Both primia fa minus violence but it is something beyond that.
the diﬂ.trﬂﬂc:smﬂl 4gree on certain  principles but as they proceed
agree at all ahm Wwiden up. It is quile evident that they do not
On the means for achieving the ends set forth by them.

Gandhian philoso ' Bl
phy which : 5 v i
as made Gandhiji zm: S ahia mﬂ"l‘?’"ﬂ"ﬂﬂ of politics with religion

modern age, important personalities of our
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political ilillosophy andhiji's contribation to moderm
Or

Bring out Gandhiji's most outstanding contribution to
modern Indian political thought.

An_i: Mahatma Gandhi was one of th= most dynamic
persenalities of our times who moulded the very outlook of the
world. _ His greatness, however, is not for his winning the freedom
for India or that he was the pioneer of non-violence and non-
cooperation movement but it was something more than that.
He contributed both in India and to the cause of world at large.
It is his many-sided contribution that gave him the title of
Mahatma and on whose death even the U.N.O, lowered its flags.

Contribution to India. Gandhiji’s contribution to Indian
political thought was, of course, immense. It was through him
and through his efforts that the national movement in India
changed its very character. He struggled hard in India to see
that the two preat communities, namely the Hindus and the
Muslims, live together like brethren forgetting all their differences.
He also struggled to see that all minorities got their due and the
majority did not ride rough shod over the mingrities, We alsc
find that he took up the cause of down-trodden and hard-pressed
and saw that India became a casteless sociely in which there was
no question of high and low. He trigd to sec that there was
dignity of labour for all, and all got equal wages for equal work.
He also found that as long as the poor used intoxicating goods,
they could not get their due status in the socicty. This made him
plead for total prohibition sall over India. Not only this but he

ached the use of swadeshi goods to relieve India of economic
Echcndencn Similarly he had a hand on the pulse of the nation
and pleaded the system of decentralization and Panchayati Raf
hich alone, in his opinion, could give real democracy to a big
o He introduced Wardha Scheme of education
which was more utilitarian than the system of education preached

by the British goverpment.
" Contribution t¢ World Politics. But his contribution is

nci ic Tndia alone. In fact he was for the whole world. He

REDMING who vor 114 irst time believed and preached that
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be should not reconcile hinﬁ;lf to injustice but should leave the i GANDHISM i, 403
State of such an oppressor. Gandhiji felt that it was not weakness i
but required great strength. For him it was

. - = bl.ll:d L ETH 2 '
Lol an ordinary thing B N Violence ang In its present form i susti

to leave one’s sncestral place where one was born, brought op and r i'::::l- Both even went to (he extent of ;.ﬁ“&ﬁtﬂiﬂm
the land with which he had affection. His associations with his I it ution and K ar) Marx believed thag ultimately it was bound 1o
country, relatives and friends will be completely broken and that ca il! jrl ::le Not only ths, but both had identical views about
step required boldness which only a few could take. ‘D'Eit?r-hlﬁr:::ﬁ?;l?fg'ﬁnﬁ:siﬁ;fhau;ﬁ&ﬂ : c;ewmlffph in m

Is it Practicable ? For quite some time it was considered ::::ﬂ'ﬁz their use for collective welfare. For them both, the capital
lhaILGnndhla.n philu{mph}- and methods of struggle could not be should bcu“ Tor social welfare and those who possessed money
Put into actual practice and provided no practical solution against | it th obliged 1o part with that gpd they should work in the
Oppression. But as the time has passed these methods have esta. f ' I’P“fj that they were only the trustees of the wealth which belongs

ished their effectiveness and we find that through these methods _1 @ The nation a5 o whole,

Gandbiji was in a Position to relieve Indians from their miseries in

South Africa and also could win freedom for India from the world Karl Marx and Gandhiji both bad = very soft cormer for the
mightiest empire. These methods, however, require proper dise df'-‘-Wn-lmddqn and the poor.  Karl Marx used 1o say that hi af
ciplining and training of mind, which if one has, there is no doubt hitherto CXsting strugglc is that of class struggle in which the
about the justification of these methods for fighting against any labourers and the pocr are being consiantly exploited by the rich

oppression. Therefore, to doubt the effectiveness of these methods who control (he means of production. He, therefore, pave ihe
is not justified a1 aj|,

510820 workers of the world unite and it is in that unity alope that
the depressed classes will come up and have their rightfu) place in
w’ Q. 110, It has been sanid thae Gandbism is Com- j the sociery, Similarly, Gandhiji also had 3 very sofi corner for the
munism minus violence. How far do you agree with the downtrodden and low castes in the society. According to him the
statement 7 so-called scheduled castes are a Part of our society. He lived and
Or worked among them and for them. Through his ‘étl’ijl.n' he tried
i 1o plead their cause vigorously and saw that in all walks of life

Compare and contrast Gandhism and Communism ag were given due representation, Similarly both believed in the com.
regards their ends and methods Would it be correct to con- 1 cepl of social equality meaning thereby that all should be given

sider Gandhism as Communism minus violence 7 i equal opportunities for getling justice and the doors of judici

Ans. Introduction. Gandh iji cime on the
India after his return from South Africa &nd within no time he
caught the imagination of 1he peaple. He won freedom for India
and was in a position to oblige the mightiest colonial power in (he
world to leave our land byt without any hatred or ill-will, He stood

for a stateless and classless society based on the system of decentra-

lization and Panchayayi Raj. He was basically very close 1o com-
munist philosophy and thys some of the thinkers ha i

him that ‘Gandhism js nothing else buy COMmunism minus vigl-

ence." In the fo“omng few paragraphs we shal examine the truth
of this statement.

should not be closed on a particular class simply because they could
not afford to purchase justice. He thus stood to preach with Marx
that there should be political and economic cquality.

political scene ip

Difference between Gandhism and Communism, Mo doubt
prima facie there is much similarity between Gandhism and com-
munism but there is a vast difference between the two. Gandhiji had
deep faith in religion and believed that politics without religion was
barren and hoth should work sige by side. It is religion which b
life to politics. He himself used Lo say that 1 am first a religious
man then # political man " On the other hand, Marx belisved that
religion had no place in politics and both should be separated from
each other. For him religion was opium for the people and also a
method for making the people fatalist. He felt that it was 5 method
through which the capitalists tried to contend the poor and he dis-
carded religion aliogether. Similarly we find that Gandhiji had faith

A0 the existence of God. which, he said, was a mysterious foree but
all-powerful and was guiding our affairs, Op the other hand, Marx
did not believe at all in the existence of God and for him man was
the architeet of his own fate and there was no heavenly power 1o
guide the destiny of man.

. Gandhism and Communism. A close study of Gandhian
philosophy is bound 1o reveal that Gandhism and E‘ur{nmunism agree

0D some basic principles, For example both Gandhjij
Wanted to have a clussles P andhiji and Kar] Marx

§ society in which there wou 1sting-
tion between the rich and the poor and avmyung ‘::mn;d;;l;:-
ciated by the qualities wh: :h he Potsessed. For'them both class cop.
sciousness had created rify jp the society and resulted in exploita:
lion of the poor by the rich, Similarly, bogh believed that state wa

Sl |
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. = that ul;ﬂ H"‘"’“Ptnﬁnq. . By non-cooperation Gandbhiji meant
Ans. Introduction. Gandhiji was one of those political —4r e 05t who werp doing injustice or oppressing should be non-
thinkers who believed that self-sacrifice, sarvagraf or non-cooperas = mm?t? They shouid Dol be given any support from any
bon could bow ever the mightieit empires in the world. For hlm_ r A m“:_" 1helnnppt:smr should feel ""'“F’f wlope. Ttis in such
to shake the empire and to check violence only o true sarpagrahi paticar] H;Il l;en: that ap appressor will obliged to listen
ar non-cooperation fighter was the most powerful authority. He St ulf? 0 the demands of the opponent.” It requires courage
believed that violence brings with it hatred and a spirit ol taking W aing r:ﬂ'ﬂ_ﬂﬁjt because i is a weapon in which a :
fevenge whereas in non-violence there was no such thing. He thiis hthrt to make &al:r.l.ﬁn::rlnd if be is oot prepared for
Buggested that saipagroh was as a pawerful weapon for fighting mn"im::ﬂt'}]ﬂl resch the poal, <A non-cooperator should have
against 8 powerful cnemy. . B 1o face all odds and should have so much moral
g i trengih that (he opponent [eels convinced shout it -
SATYAGRAHA V- ﬂﬁ;@:‘ i t" : sace For G“m% l‘n?hr ethod of
Satyagrah a Powerful Weapon. According to Gandhian : BE AZAinst a power ul enemy was that of civi i -
philuiupu{r zn)-ugm!r wits the :Jllasrppmw:ri'ul w:npﬁn for fighting - WES opposed 1o armegd resistance but what he p]:‘dud for was that
BRI impenalism or & powerfy] cuemy. By safyagals he meant people should oy obey unjust and anbi-social laws. The
aqhering to truch under gy tircumstances. A true safyagrahi should People 5 ould be haojd enough 1o declare their inteation to disobey
PelieVe an God and ahimsa. For Gandhiji violence is untruth critel and unjust faws, They should openly dely such orders and
While non-violence truth. By ahimss he also meant that no one should be ready 10 go behind the bars and suffer such cruelties as
shauld be injured and there should be no hatred in thought, speech ’ the oppressor might inflict upon them bt should carry on the
and sction. According to him, & truc non-violent fighter hates struggle till the time the unjusi law was abrogated and replaced by
evil &nd leaves his opponent because for him it iz not lheﬁm]:n but @ just Jaw.
the institutson which s 10 be baled. A true non-violent ghter or o . 2 ;
B safyagrahi is bound 1o jeave credit for himself in the minds of for f *fﬂ E"ﬁ' A"i‘;ﬁ':"’*“! to Gﬂnﬂll‘]{jl “'I:ka:;‘l“ mlll:T weapon
the otbers snd Jeaves nothing bitter behind him, General Smuts, E’ ng iﬁ:‘“& IGPP:I'EEW“E m: plea that ‘lﬂli‘.-;
once sud to Gandhiji, "'/ often wish thar you took to violence like -ilmnd l.l'iii'g'“ !!I ’L‘“ Ves in each I““"!" to fight SgRInsL
the English strikers and | think we would know atonce fiow. te  dis- usinalists,  He, Gwever, made it clear that such
: only aim &t getting their rights and equal status and should

Pose of yolr.  But you will nor infure even the enemy. You desire
Victory oy self suffering alone and fever fransgrers your self-impos-
ed limits of courtesy and chivair V. And thatisrwhat reduces wus 1o
sheer helpletsness,”

Satyagraha Different from Passive Resistance. For
Gandhiji it was futile to think thap many weapons were needed to
Wil over an enemy. An enemy can ouly be won by love and
affection. o his own words, "My non-viclence doss hor admir
ruRning away from danger and leaving dear ones unprotected.  Not
knowing the stuff of which non-violence ix made, many have honestly
believed that Tunntng away from danger every time Was a virtue
compared to affering resistance, JSpecially when ir war fraught
wilh danger fo one's love, As a tegeher of non-violence, "I MU,
a¥ far as it is porsible Jar me, guard aginst swch an utimanly belief."
For him, Ahimsa had deep bearing not on body but on soul. Not
the evil-doer but evil shoujd alone be hated. A ratyagralhi should
bave high ideals. He shoyld not confise sarpagralh with passive
Tesistance because whereas g passive resistor Iries 10 put his
Cpponernits in an embarrassing Position, & satyagrahi exlends affec-
Lion and Jove to his opponent ig convince him about his demands,
A laryagraican be in varigys forms pamely :

Dot bave hostility against the capitalists, . He favoured the idea of
staikes, if these were organised on non-violence, He felt than strike
was an effective instrument if it did not aim at destruction
sabotege. The workers must reslise that machinery and wealth
are national property and owner is only the custodian of national
wealth. The destruction of machinery was unbealthy and should
not be justified on any grounds, .~

“d) Fasting. Gandhiji felt thar the sense of the persons in
in power can mosi effectively be touched by fasting but fasting
?rmn should be highly elevated while observing thjs hod,

15 & success only when the person going on fast is spiritually
sciplined and irue 1o his cause. An ordinary person :
achieve I:.i! l:;hjﬁﬂ but will be a failure. “He, therefore, felr thag
fasting, if ta niniumllpiril,hbmmdmmuchlhlbuluitm '
of the opponent

5

£

'bf'{ej Hijrat, According to Gandhiii if a person cannor t
m{hjmm of tht a'pprigwm aiso ]full that be has not &
Power o become a good stayagrahi, for him, the best methoa
was that of Hijraf or leaving one’s ancestral place, In other words
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and thus can contribu
cannot normally b

but that is always be
method but pot ast

nal production. No doubt the rich
O AcCl as trustees

tter than force, Force can be used as the last
he first Wweapon for achievi j

Ans Introduction. Gandhijj was one of those political

believed that religion and politics must 80 hand jn

hand. For him, both could not be separated from each other and

in healthy politics it was essentia| that religion must be introduced

in it. Similarly he also had faith in the existence of God and for
him for a fearjess and bold life it w

as essential that God should be
feared. For him, God was truth and love.

andhiji used to say thar religion ig
omacy or any other similar instj-
tution. For him. those who bel; 1

bly mistaken. He said that
Pleading that they are not religious
h insome kind of religion. On the
other hand, | come forward saying that I have complete faith in
religion and I do not conceal my deep faith in that. Religion wag
essential far promoting morality and he used to say, “Most relj.

however, wear

it fam ar heart g religious man " Iy was
Wrong to believe that (he life of

4 man can be divided and one
aspect separated from the other. In his own words, “The whole
gamut of man’s activities constitutes an indjvisiple whole :
not divide social, econ

i You can-
omic, political and purely religioys work inro

water-tight comparim
luman activities. 1t provide

ents. I do nor Know religion apart from
S a moral basis 1o gy) activities whjeh
they would otherwise [ack

reducing life 1o q maze of sound apg
Jury Signifving nothing.” In his Opinion withoyt religion politics
will be a dirty, under-hand and a s Religion alope

can bring morality in poljjcs. It is though good Mmeans that goog
results can be achieved and religion j good
means. He said :kar ypjv,, 860 2vang ends meaps should not pe
W

Concept f Universa] Religion. Gandhij;', howcver, Sadia
different conception aboyt religion. For R a7 T8
neither that of the Hind... . Tcligion,
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Which sou
ic| ght trugy, and pj
rel ) Pleaded for help to 1p
hnn%;.orr:;;l:l;} w;: ;i c:-lu onlsml;ial jus:ic:u nn:! I:Jilgg;:ed I;:ﬂ.:::
Stang T equality of a'll 5

- Gandhiji hag f ith i i
of God and pleaded that pzople shjumd h;l‘:'IE faf‘ztiitll:ninm;ﬁ;:m:l??f
through love for God that people can become fearless and insleul
‘ OVe manking, He, however, believed that
Was something Mmyslerious [t jg scmething Which we cg
It is Conscience, truth and love God
. Im his =
ethizs and morality. Goqd jg Jear or e o

1 less. God is Source of life
vight and yert he is above and beyong all these. God ; it

I3 conscience,

€ iS5 even the Atheism of 1o Atheist, He transcendenty speach

and reason. e is a personal God to those who need his touch, He

is the purest essence. He simply is to thyse Who have faigh» He
used to say thag those w

ho bave faijth ip God cannot pe subjecied
10 any injustice. Faith in God emboldens a map and a trye
Satyagrahi need not fear anybody on

carth, He begins 1o realise
value of brotherhood and |dve.

Conclusion. We may thus conclude Gandbhiji's views about
religion and God by saying that he had great love for both lhcs_e

ideas but his views in this regard were broader than wh
generally understood by religion

or . For him, Ram and
Rahim were two names of the same Creator ang both preached
love, truth and brotherhood. | both these View i
their true sense then alone politics can become g very healthy and
interesting game worthy of participation by those who wish 1o make
politics a profession,

109, Discuss Gandhiji's methods of struggle, How
far ﬁq‘m agree with them ?

Or .
“It is a profound error to suppose that “ﬂﬂ the

W.i_‘ l"’_‘d for illllﬂdnl- { g e
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3% dominated the whole Indian pn]llil_;uf hlc_. Hf_wns.
adence and he b‘iri but nothing deterred him from his s.ir_cld:d
put behind ""’*'} ! went to London as the sole Tcnr:sfnt.nwe of
ath. In _ISL‘-II (_I'E:HETH'F but he found that the Ennft!r.cnu:. was in
Indian Nul!m::lhl rluu.iﬂm to Indin. He also found lh_.n L_‘Il.i;ru[:ﬂ:'.-e
po mood 10 gIve 1:u.-|n1:|" being introduced on the Cf*“_!ﬂf'hc‘-‘ ld_b|'l=
elermenls were ];111;_‘ s 1o slow the progress of India’s winning
witn ceriain n:”: E.imu:m-_ started his famous Quit India Move-
freedom. In Ii"’-'jl et Ej'!-; of the Britishers and made IhL‘_ rulers
ment Which opede was now not going Lo tolerate any injustice,
realize that India f'm moving force behind ihe Congress when
Gandhiji was the -"'1:1 with the British delegations, including the
subsequent ".‘5‘:";-,:‘.2§ Waveli Plan, Cabinet Mission Plan or the
Cripps Mission I |.; Plan were put forth h:fm'q India. It was
Mountbaiten Mmmhis et bk Todian Natanst Congreis
his efforts m.frsilf;!c;cgﬂlﬁlt with one of the world’s greatest
could succe

imperialist powers.

ver, much shocked to learn lhat_ the mndu;
Gmdl:.ﬂg‘::t?cﬂ;:hfing with each other on political issues,

ad the Me ily see that a great sacrifice was required to introduce
]]:“m:uu]d “s:;y nd communal fury and' hatred between the two
“‘ti:f wh"tch the political leaders had implanted in the minds

e e le during all these years. The hatred whu:h_ expressed
Fnlfpﬂi*?nlkhlli where there was a slaughter of Hindus and
i I.i“lln Bihar where there was some reaclion against the
ﬂ:ﬂ shocked Gandhiji. He went at both the places and
ﬁncid;l“l,n goon fast untl the people of both Ihrl communities
decided to discard communal hatred as a political weapon.
Similarly on September 7, 1947 there were riots in Delhi and
Gandhiji bad to adopt the same method. The response was very

eRcouraging,

Third phase of Mahatma Gandhiji's Life. Itis
unfortunate that the father of the nation, who so much sacrificed
for, guided so ably, the nation could not reap the fruits of inde-

we. He could hardly breathe for a few months in free
India when his end came. He started with the very basic assump-
tion that the Hindus and the Muslims must live together as
brethren for the prosperity of India. He, therefore, demanded
that ail mosques which had been converted  into temples or where

d begun to reside after migration from Pakistan should
be returned 1o the Muslims. He also pleaded that a sum of
Rs. 55 crores, due to Pakistan, should be given to that country.
IL is unfortunate that some of  the orthodox Hindus could no:

understand the lofty ideal behind Gandhiji's idea and on 30th
January, 1948 when he was BOIDE to attend a pPrayer meeting, an
orthodox Hindu, Nathu Ram Godsay, shot him dead.

Gandhiji's death shocked many, He was, perhaps, the first

- .l{l
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nm;u‘-f:ici}:! gcl:'tfu: of a country whose death was mourned even by

‘0. High 1ribuy i i ; is 5ti
fenatho ot wrﬁ 1:::: Paud to him on his death and he is still
l:u; Preached, |In the

Waiting for his call and they at once realised
the natyre af Struggle rﬁarx{:;y ahead of .lhen':. Since rthen the
Iruggle of national freedom in India has grown ever wider and to-
day it comprehends the entire nation, it has been a glorious record,
which is being added day after day, ef sacrifice and suffering of
women that vied with men in offering themselves as sacrifices as the
altar of iiberty and thay was only due to Mahatma Gandhi. ™ Accord-
ing to S_:r Stafford Cripps, “There has been no ‘Ereater spiritual
leader in the warld

1 our own times than Mahatma Gandhi.™
Acharya Kripalani said about Gandhji, “Mahatma i more right
when he is wrong than we gre when we are right” Dr. Rajends

Prasad said, “Mahatma Gandh;'s movement operated both horizon-
tally and verticaily. He 100k up causes which were mot entirely
political but which touched very intimately the life of large masses
of people.”™ Dr. Stanley Jones said about Mahima Gandhiji, “He is
Stronger in death than he was in life. Mi'lions around in the world
are now interested in the Mahatma and his ideas—millions who
would have only given him a passing glance had he not died for his
Leon Bium, a

ideals—martyr for the things for which he lived "

French socialist, wrote about bim, "I never saw Gandhi, I do not
know his language, I never set foot in his country and yet I feel the
same sorrow as if I had lost some one near and dear. The whole
world has been plunged into mourning by the death of this ex-
traordinary mian.* According to Lord Halifax, “f suppose there
could be few men in gll history who by their personal character and
examples have so deeply influenced the thought of their generation.™

Is There Gandhism ? Before we actually discuss the basic
principles of Gandhian p} ilosophy it is inleresting to  discuss
whether there is any separate “ism’ as Gandhism, Normally by
an ‘ism' we understand a set philosophy given and preached
through a set of literature readily availabje to the masses. We also

i ic i been brought close together and
ese do not contradict each other.
If this is the sole test of a separate ‘ism’, perhaps few might like
to say that Gandhism does not exist at al]. The critics will try
1o plead that Gandhiji could not give any set of formulae to his
followers. In fact, ior Gandhiji theory must follow action. In
many of his movements the course of action Was mnol always
predetermined.  In fact, in Gandhism one is bound to find (hat it
was an experiment which was being carried out constantly and as

such his whole philosophy was on an experimental basis, Not

oniy this, but like an ‘ism' Gandhian philosopby cannot be lully
appmi'a;.:_d on the basis of theory bwt

ene is obliged to huve
practical knowledge of the Gandhian way of life. Not only this
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likea P losoPs himsell used 10 88Y LS5 o cuch thing as
o . Eve andb. ©0 words, ““There I3 new principle
jdeas. ELCvn In his ow ﬂﬂ'gmarfd any 1
any new ! claim to havé n way 1o apply the elered

Gandhism G0 o oo simply cried in my o% Ardris i
or doctrine. jﬂ':!,- life and prabffms.arfj;n;il‘ng} Liee i
: h to the world. I‘rmh ami: non-
i s o Iry experiments

do. In doing S50 I have Some-
& m:;fs fweﬂ. of my pm.’amphj-. if it

' is dome in what I have
be called by that pretentious name ¢ wat
I::fs;':tynu will nct call it Gandhism ; there is no ism about 11

But all that docs Dot appear to be very convincing to say
that Gandhism was not an sism’ at all. Subsequent study will
reveal that Gandhiji had certain basic principles of his philosophy
which had no contradictions but were consistent. The ideas of
non-co-operation and non-violence were coined by him. Similarly
e L b technique of fighting against the powerful nations.

t was his basic idea which was given for the first time that a true

end non-violent individ i i
<o ﬁﬂ!::l:as nothing to fear even from a mighty

authority under its control. force ‘andthaving .- all . goverubIen

inci : He 1tried to see t :
E‘;‘:fl'ﬁdﬁ:f;e consistently followed. His philnsg;th th;;: basic
SSieration in a v'ﬂE preached ._nd made available to }rh come
safe to say that ‘;g systematic form. It shall, theref the modern
said that there was ¢ 15 a separate Gan : ore, be much

& dhim_ I i o -

his greatness, N0 separate Gandhism thal;. (i:aar;dét ;1'1II:hI'l]I&'1?!1#:,'?1‘.!;j
ne of India

philosg

also
t gave hi e followed
EVen min, st ey ¢ him ¢ ; _
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lamented all over the world dll._JJthang

s e dﬂl'g Iwailu?"nj'Lcr be was no more to guide [ndig I
tribules were paid to

development.
ber future p jandhiji's Life. On his return from England
First Phase nf'::;zﬁm ;i-m—“'-"’ at Rajkot but _..ubaniu-.;:_r:lyl_hc
Hah.lma Glndhl,&!:ur][ BppLars that Mature had de slineq iH T for
shified 10 Bumh.r% soon an opportunity came when for a pro-
8 very moble cause and 2o 10 South Africa on behalf a4 Musiim
fessionul work he had to g anned

[ slay hL'IL‘ an ]'l.“' I”
1 ention of siay ] 1 |. I |
firm. hough be hl?:’r:n:. ::: DUSINESS commilment was over Yero due
o come back soon ; h

) ans of all communities there, he
e Pruabe wI:;“":::r(;i'::rdll}; had finished his commitment
bad 1o prolong his sh F”ar dis-satisfaction the discriminatory treap.
o mw :”m%n Indians He deciced to strugple for legai
gatas Being TFIE}J‘mwmm But before he could give acall 1o l'u_l
SRRy Tor is j'Li'" ractised the method of Satyagraha, inner puri-
people he ﬂ’mﬁ_d::;iprm: He had to labour hard for Successfully
'ﬂﬂlm“ m:j “rhis new weapon on a foreign soil bul credil goes 1o
l]:Tul:ki‘r'nnEn ,,::fcessluuy practising them in his ir!.:lur: Sir uggl}:, He
called upon the Indisns there 1o d;s_ob_u.-y all duaqnmm:_!mr.y_ haws.
He asked the people 10 durrgurq Asiatic Registration A.n um‘c_ re-
quired all Asiatics 1o give their lhl.]ll'ﬁtl impression and .'_D n..gmtrr
themselves, He even Jed a deputation to England but found that
only Satyagraha could solve 1he problem. Thousands ch.: #mt lIn
Juils and Gandhiji wes the leader of all this muv:m;n?._ Itima ely
his determination won and justice prevailed over injustice. Ajl dis-
cnminalory laws were repealed and Gandhj ) was successful in his
noble missjop,

Phage of Gaudhiji's Life. In 1014 Gnndhij]_ re-

turned to India with a honour that he had won durinlg his 20
.5tay in South-Africa and decided 1o guide Indian poljtica] life.

L goes 10 his wisdom that he did not immediately plunge into

i&n politics gnd was rightly advised 1o listen more ang speak
less. After Tully assessing the situation in India he decided 1o ener
Indian politics. Fipg of all he was a YErY SLrong supporter of (he
British senge of justice znd said, “f discovered thar the Britisk
ire had cerrain tdeals with wijcl, 1 have fallen in fove and one af
those idealy iy that every subject of this British Empire has the
Jreest scope for i eliergies and hongur and whatever s thinks is due
Ve found that jris Possible for hiny 10 he
' " tish Empire. He €ven supported the cause
of Indians contributing their niaximum In men, money and material

howe ver, justified hjs
te

J
S |

GANDS sy 3E9

“Ir 1 cotld
; Make my COURLE e s relrgee  rheir sieps, I womld
MI: them withdraw Ol Congreyy resolutions and mor wis, Fome
or ’HFM:!_H: Gawmmrnr ing rhe Fendency of the War. I
ok ::;’p:? f"d'-‘ﬂﬁ-ﬁﬂﬁd over ail her ab le bodiad fons as g sacrifice
e ar this eris al .
WEY Gct, wog o Al moment ; and [ know thel India by this

: Ome the mosy Savoured pariner and racial distine-
fian s W ldf bﬂEﬂ'ﬂ:l‘ a .I".l'l.fnf f,af Ihe pase*

4 “. Wits, hﬂwﬂtr. in 1920 that his confidence ig British sepse
of justice W &

anwala Bagh

Most unsatisfaciory reforms known gy Mnnllguc'ﬂhl:lmﬂ""’d Re-
forms. Aboye all, the Muslimg of India had alsq been hﬂ‘l-l'l.’fﬁ =nd

the integrity of Khilafar in Europe was nog maintained, He
his W.rf.”tn Ehﬂt, .

unscrupulous, immorg| and wunjust
mianner, and have been maving from lo wrong fn order to
defend their :'numm!.-'.ry. ! can retgin Ilfier respect nor gffection
Sor such 4 Governmeny. Your Excellency's light hearted Ireatment
of official erimie, your exhobration of Sir Mickge] 0,

F. Montagye's despatch gng above all the shameful igno

Punjab evenss and the calloys disregard of the feelings of the Indigns
betrayeqd by the House of Lords, faye Jilted my Erealest misgi
regarding the future of 1he empire, have cstranged me complle
Jrom the presen; Government and have disabled me Srom rend:rﬁ!.
as I haye hitherto whoie heartedly rendered, my lotal co-aperation,

After having completely lost his fajih in British impartiality
1

Gandhiji Entercd I:adiunlpoljlics with his fu] vigour and

€ Was determined 1o win India’s freedom through his Weapon of

Ll b

of my people bursting fordy when they undersivod e truth from my

s Gandhijj, however, had 1o Bive up his €Xperiment when Chaurij
Chaura incident look place in Up. whe

burnt alive and this shocked his faith in the
Gandhiji's  first atlempt 10 Jead ! :
non-violence was not g Success 1o the expected extent. through
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Gandhism

Gandhism political philosophy has ushered in @ new era in the
history of political thought. [t made the world believe that even the
greatest political problems could be solved only by personal sacri=
fices and making the opponent realise the excesses and mistakes
committed by him. Under it personal sacrifice in the right direction
was far more cffective a weapon than any other method for fighting
against the opponent. For Gandhiji, nop-violence or ahimsa was
the most suitable reply for violence and force. For him, non-viol-
ence was a creed as well a faith  Gandhiji wanted to establish mn
ideal society in which Panchayati Raj based on real democratic
principles will flourish, He felt that democracy could not come
from above but must start from down below and go upward. In
Gandhism religion has a definite place and Gandhiji did not wish
to separale religion from politics. In his own words, It isthe
permanent element and human nature which counts no cost too great
in order fo find full expression and which leaves the soul beyond
restless until it has found itself, known its maker and appreciated the
true correspondence between maker and himself."

In his cconomic ideals he was a socialist but of a different
pature. He did not believe that force should be used to snatch
superfluous wealth from the rich for distribution among the poor
but he appealed to the capitalists that they themselves should give
their wealth to the community and the poor s0 that it could be put
to proper use. He followed the ideals of persuading the enemy
rather than hating them. For him it was nol the man but the insti-
tution which was bad and as such the former and not the latter
should be hated. Gandhism believes in the use of pure Swadeshi
rather than Videshi. He believed in the policy of non-cooperation,
civil resistance, strikes, going on fast and even migrating to another
country as weapons against the opponent for obliging him to accept
the legitimate demands of the oppressed.

Gandhism is not communism minus violence as some of the
thinkers make us believe. Both, of course, believe in a classless
gociety and also believe that capital is 2 theft but they do not g0
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beyond that

Gandhi . The Marxists believe i use of force whereas

th:nmhum force has no place, Simr.:? l?:ne u.“ur;.n end |mh
eans whereny e )

used tn get lasting S::Efihim VEACRAEASE RO »

Q 106. Disca career of Mahatma Gandhi.
th
Your opinion is tlu:: n.n;r:f;n.‘ as ﬂlml- ?-. %

Ans. Gandhiji’ Chand
Gandbi s life Career. Mohan
Hi:;'!:ltlhrr“whum on 2nd October 1869 at PurehE:;ulfmthiuu
lady. He as Dcwnp of the State and mother, a devoted rtl:i;iﬂﬂ-
mcdim:r: :ﬂ:ii married at the early age of 12. Hewasa shy and
i ““M: uht:m. but very obedient and punctual, He could impress
iy wa.: y his shyness and obedience, It was at the age of 19
S sent 1o England with a vow neither to touch wine nut.
i I‘r eat meat there. It was, of course, a very difficult

o [ullfil but most honestly he kept the promise. Dunlrll.{l

~stay there he, first of all, tried to lead a western life but soon

found that it was a difficult task n ' i
: ! ot suited to his tem
f::;l:ﬁ}rﬁ’ decided to remain an Indian geatleman U:;nr::llfcmim
" Eh is religious mother he spent quite a lot of his time in stud-
ying Bhagwat Gita and many other religious books. Gandhiji's life
career can broadly be divided into three stages namely :

1.  Before his return to India from South Africa ;
v From 1921 to 1947 ; and

3.  From 15th August, 1947 to 30th January, 1948,

-, During the first period of his career he practi ;
which he wished to follow in his subsequent life. PTi'I:lu:;E;h ;;H::::
not quite well-known to Indian multitudes. He had then not come
to the fare-front to mould the thought and imagination of the peo-
ple. During the second period of his life career he put into stiual
practice what he had so far been practising. By this time due to his
work in South Africa be had earned preat reputation and Indian
masses were most willing to extend their hand of co-operation to
him. It was during this period that he dominated the whole poli=
tical life of India. It was his one-man guidance which was
most valuable and most willingly responded to by the
multitudes in India. [t was also during this period that he
successfully guided India to the path of freedom and’
that  with minimum of bloodshed. He forced
one of the most powerful colonial and imperial powers in the world
10 leave the soil of India with no ill-will or_bitter feelings. During
life Mahatma Gandhi struggled to cnd that
hatred which the_parnum_nfmemmm had brought withit bet-
ween the two major Indian communities, namely the Hindus and
the N dnity and was sssassinated. while fighting -



