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GEOGRAPHYOFHUMANECOLOGY

Introduction:--Geographyhasalwaysbeen‘vibrantscience’whichmakesitinevitable

thattherewouldbedivergingoptionsaboutthenatureandscopeofgeography.Inthe

wordsofHartshorne(1939)geographyseekstoacquireacompleteknowledgeofthe

arealdifferentiationoftheworld.Geographyasadisciplineisconcernedwiththeways

inwhichmenoccupythesurfaceoftheearthorganizethemselvesspatiallyandutilize

theworld’sresourcesinspiteofbeingunevenlydistributed(Ginsburg,1954).This

viewpointistypicallygeographicalinnature;ifconsideredfrom thepointofview of

ecologistshuman geographyemphasizeson the physicalenvironmentand man’s

reciprocalrelationshipwiththeenvironment(Theodorson,1959).

Manyecologistshaveelaboratedtherelationbetweengeographyandecology.

Thesetwodisciplinesdohavesomecommonaspectsbutstillhavetheirdifferences.

Geographyhasitsmaininteresttostudythecorrelationbetweenhabitatandsocial

factorsthatisthesocalleddirectrelationshipbetweenmanandhisenvironment;while

ecologyfocusesonhumancommunitiesandconcentratesuponmanandhishabitat.

Thatmeansforgeographyplaceasacentralconceptisimportantbutforecology

processin timeholdscentralposition.Theconceptofregion also variesin two

disciplines.Forecologistregion is a unity in physicalenvironmentwhile fora

geographerregionisaproductofcontactanddivisionoflabour.

TheNatureofHumanEcology:

Humanecologyisarelativelycurrentdevelopment;thefirstuseoftheterm inthe

literaturewasin1921.Theconceptofhumanecologywasputforwardedbythe

AmericangeographerswhohadbeliefinSocialDarwinism.ItwasH.H.Barrows,whoin

his presidentialaddressed to the Association ofAmerican Geographers in 1923,

declaredthat"HumanGeographyisHumanEcology".Ontheotherhand,Thefirstbook

withtitleasecologyappearedin1935andinterestinglywastheworkofabotanist.In

thisbriefspanoftime,thedisciplineofecologyhasevolved quiterapidly.When

concernedwithhumanecologyonecanrelatetoMackenzie’s(1931)definitionwhich

statesthat"Humanecologydealswiththespatialaspectsofthesymbioticrelationsof

humanbeingsandhumaninstitutions".

Humanecology,insofarasitisconcernedwithasocialorderthatisbasedon

competitionratherthanconsensus,isidentical,inprincipleatleast,withplantand

animalecology.Society,asecologistshaveconceivedit,isapopulationsettledand



limitedtoitshabitat.Thetiesthatuniteitsindividualunitsarethoseofafreeand

naturaleconomy,basedonanaturaldivisionoflabour.Suchasocietyisterritorially

organized and the ties which hold ittogetherare physicaland vitalratherthan

customaryandmoral,Humanecologyhas,however,toreckonwiththefactthatin

human societycompetition is limited bycustom and culture.The culturalsuper

structureimposesitselfasaninstrumentofdirectionandcontroluponthebiotic

substructure.Reducedtoitselementsthehumancommunity,soconceived,maybe

saidtoconsistofapopulationandaculture,includingintheterm cultureisthat-

(i)abodyofcustomsandbeliefsand

(2)acorrespondingbodyofartifactsandtechnologicaldevices.

ElementsandfactorsofHumanEcology:--Humanecologyistheinteractionof

mainlyfourfactorsorelementslike-

(1)population,

(2)artifacts(technologicalculture),

(3)custom andbeliefs(non-materialculture),and

(4)thenaturalresources.

Allaremaintainceatoncethebioticbalanceandthesocialequilibrium,whenand

wheretheyexist.Thechangesinwhichecologyisinterestedarethemovementsof

populationandofartifacts(commodities)andchangesinlocationandoccupation-any

sortofchange,infact,whichaffectsanexistingdivisionoflaborortherelationofthe

populationtothesoil.

Subjectmatter--Humanecologyis,fundamentally,anattempttoinvestigatethe

processesbywhichthebioticbalanceandthesocialequilibrium (1)aremaintained

oncetheyareachievedand(2)theprocessesbywhich,whenthebioticbalanceandthe

socialequilibrium aredisturbed,thetransitionismadefrom onerelativelystableorder

toanother.

Anumberofhumangeographersacceptthedefinitionofhumanecologyasthe

studyofmutualrelationsbetweenmenandenvironment,butinpracticetheyhave

limiteditsapplicationtoaspecializedfieldofgeographicstudy.Somegeographers-for

example,Barrows,Renner,andWhitemakehumanecologysynonymouswithhuman

geography.Barrows,thefirstgeographertopublishthispointofview,haswrittenas

follows:"thecenterofgravitywithinthegeographicfieldhasshiftedsteadilyfrom the

extremephysicalsidetowardthehumansideuntilgeographersinincreasingnumbers

definetheirsubjectasdealingsolelywiththemutualrelationsbetweenmanandhis

environment".WhiteandRenner,whosevolumeisentitledGeography,anIntroduction

toHumanEcology,limitthisfieldtoastudyofthedirectrelationsbetweenmenorgroups



andtheirenvironments.

CriticalFacts:--Thisspecializedfieldofstudyinvestigatesproblemsofman's

relationtohisenvironment,bothindividuallyandingroups,suchas(1))theeffectsofclimate

uponhumanhealthandenergy;(2)theinfluencesofresourcesandtopographyuponhuman

occupations,homes,institutions,andinventions;(3)influencesofnaturalroutesandbarriers

upon socialisolation and contact;and (4)possibleeffectsofnaturalsurroundingsupon

customs,attitudes,andbeliefs.Thusthesehumangeographers,whodefinehumanecologyas

aspecializedfieldofscience,obviouslydisagreewithBewswhoregardsitasaninclusive

synthesis.Humanecology,likeotherspecializedsciencesmaybedefinedanddelimitedin

termsofthebasicabstractionsitmakes.

AbstractsofHumanecology--Inparticular,humanecologyabstractshastwo

types-(i)adistinctivetypeofecologicalinter-actionand(ii)adistinctiveaspectofcommunity

orregionalstructurethatarisesoutofthisinteraction.

Tosum uphumanecologymaynow bedefinedtentativelyasaspecialized

fieldofanalysiswhichinvestigates---

-(I)thoseimpersonalsub-socialaspectsofcommunalstructure-bothspatial

andfunctional-whichariseandchangeastheresultofinteractionbetweenmenthrough

themedium oflimitedsuppliesoftheenvironment,and

(Ii)thenatureandformsoftheprocessesbywhichthissub-socialstructure

arisesandchanges.Thevalueofhumanecologydepends uponthevalidityand

significanceofitsownspecializedabstractionsandnotuponitsserviceinsupplying

indexesofsociallife.

Conclusions:

Geographyashumanecologyhasconfinedthesopeofgeographyasittotally

ignores the socialand culturalenvironmentas wellas man’s relation with this

environment.Itonlycentersonthecomponentsofphysicalenvironmentandman’s

relationwithit.Kirk(1963)thatifthisapproachencompassesbothecologicaland

socialsciencesthanmaybeitwouldinitiateadiscussionwhichcanberelevantin

understandingmanandenvironmentrelationshipfrom theirpointofview.


