
CulturalorSocialDeterminism:

CulturalorSocialDeterminism emphasizesthehumanelement:

“OurThoughtsdeterminethepreviousnatureoftheworld”(James,

1932:318).Sincehumaninterest,Desires,Prejudicesandgroupvalue

vary across space,there is a consequentvariation in the cultural

landscapeandlevelsofsocioeconomicdevelopment.Themodification

ofanenvironmentlargelydependsonourperception,ideasanddecision

-makingprocesses.

Thisphilosophy,advocatedbyAmericanscholars,canbesummed

upastheprincipleaccordingtowhichthe“Significancetomanofthe

physicalanbioticfeaturesofhishabitatisafunctionoftheattitudes,

objectivesandtechnicalskillsofmanhimself”.Forexample,acountry

thatisrichlyendowedfrom thepointofview ofthehunters,might

appearpoortoanagriculturalpeople;theimportanceofcoalisnot

identicaltothosewhocanandthosewhocannotmakeuseofit.All

thesetruthsareself-evident.Whatisalsotrueisthatastechnology

develops,theimportanceoftheenvironmentdoesnotdecreasebut

changesandbecomesmorecomplex.

ThePhilosophyofculturaldeterminism isfairlywidespreadamong

Americangeographers.Eduard Ullman,forExample,wrotethat“the

environmentisessentiallyneutral,itsrolebeingdependentonthestage

oftechnology,typeofCultureandtherecharacteristicsofacharring

society”.TheassessmentofamountainpassforExample.WillDifferfor

thosewhopossesshorsesautomobiles,aeroplanes:theassessmentof

soilfertilitywillnotbeidenticalfrom thepointofview ofaJapanese

farmer,ontheonehand,oranAmazonianIndian,OntheOther,Similar



naturalconditionsmaycallforth differentreactiononthepartofman,

andwithinsimilarsetsofconditions,differentculturescantakeplace

GeogeCartersinglesoutthreefundamentalfactorsinhumangeography.

Hehaslaidgreaterstressonculturalforcesandwritesthat“ideas

remain as the primary cause ofCharge….,Itis these ideas that

determinethehumanuseofphysicalworld”.Healsoemphasizedthe

pointthathumanwillisthedecisivefactor.

AftertheSecondWorldwartheSchoolofsocialdeterminism

becamequitepopularinAustria,HollandandSweden.SocialGeography

dealswiththespatialdistributionofSocieties.It,however,Doesnot

enableustoachieveaprofoundunderstandingofSocialrelationsor

landscape.Socialgroupscanbedistinguishedwithreferencetoethnic,

Religious,professionalandcertainotherfeatures,whilesocialchanges

areonlynotedbutrarelylinkedwithanyfundamentaleconomiescauses

oftheClassstructureofsociety.

TheStudyoftheinfluenceexertedbythesegroupsonlandscape

isreducedtothedefinitionofpurelyexternalfactorsofthecultural

landscape(Typeanddeploymentofhouse,landuse,fieldpatterns,etc.)

rightdown to themorphologicaland functionalchangeswithin the

confines ofa single street.Infinitelypainstaking ‘Micro-Territorial’

Researchofthistypeisusuallypurelyempiricalincharacterandcannot

providetheBasisforscientificconclusionsofanyrealsignificance.

Socialorculturaldeterminism thusdoesnotadequatelyassessthe

environmentalfactors,i.e.,theinfluenceofnaturalenvironmentupon

‘culturalgeographicaldefenses’.Socialdeterminism isthusalsorigid

likeenvironmentaldeterminism andthereforecannotbeacceptedinits

crudeform.




