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UNIT-2:PALITICALGEOGRAPHY

CONCEPTOFFRONTIERSANDBOUNDARIES---------

&

Question(2018).Whatarethefrontiersandboundaries?Identifydifferences

between,illustratingyouranswerwithexamples. (marks=

10)

Answers:-----

1.Frontiers: ---Inthepast,duringthepoliticalevolutionsofastate,statewere

separatedbyareas,notlines.Thefunctionoftheinterveningareawastoprevent

directcontactbetweentheneighboring stateanditwasreferredtoasafrontier.A

frontieristhepoliticalandgeographicalareanearorbeyondaboundary.Afrontier

canalsobereferredtoasa“front”.Theterm ‘frontier’comesfrom Frenchinthe15th

country,withthemeaning“borderland”theregionoracountrythatfrontsonanother

country.Unlikeaborderisarigidandclearoutfrom ofstateboundary…

Frontierisaphysicalandmoralconceptwhichimpliedlookingoutwardsand

movingoutwards.Itisnotanabstractconceptbut‘afactoflife’amanifestationof

thetendencyforspontaneousgrowthofecumene.TheborderbetweenUnitedstates

andCanadaisanexampleofafrontier.

AccordingtoLapradelle,therearethreestagesintheevolutionofa

frontier,namely

1.Designatedzoneofinfluenceofdifferentphysicalphenomena.

2.Anthropologicalgeographicalconcept.

3.Politicalfrontier.

●Characteristicsoffrontiersareasfollows-------

1.Afrontierisoutwardoriented.Itisamanifestationofthespontaneous

tendencytogrow,ofecumene.

2.Thebaseoffrontieriscentrifugalforce.

3.Afrontierisa‘factoflife’andexitsphysicallyongroundasadynamic

entity.

4.Afrontierisaphenomenonofhistory(likehistory-itisunique).

5.FrontierProvidesscopeformutualinteractionandexchange.
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2.Boundary:-----

HalfordJ.Mackinderwasspeakingatthecloseofthemostintensiveperiod

ofboundaryconstructionintheearth’shistory,aperiodwhichhadcreateda

‘closepoliticalsystem’includingevenbarrentropicaldesertsandAntarctica.

Aboundaryisanimaginarylineseparatingonepoliticalunit,suchascountry

orstate,from another.Sometimesthisalignwithanaturalgeographicfeature

likearivertoform aborderorbarrierbetweennations.

Boundaryimpliesthephysicallimitofsovereigntyandjurisdiction

ofastateanation.Itisamanifestationofintegrationandisorientedof

inwardsitisanappropriateconceptforthemodernstatewhereallthatis

writhentheboundaryisboundtogetherbycommonlaw,economy,physical

features,ideaorcreedwithagovernmentorcentralauthorityineffective

controloftheterritoryandactivitieswithintheboundaries.Theexampleof

theboundarybetweenSpainandPortugal.

●Characteristicsofboundariesareasgivenbelow----------

1.Aboundaryisinwardorinneroriented.

2.A boundary is a centripetalforce,because itis manifestation of

integration.

3.Aboundaryiscreatedandmaintainedbythewillofthegovernment.

4.Aboundaryiswelldefinedandregulatedbylawandrules.Soitpossesses

uniform characteristics.

5.Aboundaryisaseparatingfactor,whichismoveable.

●Differences/Comparisonbetweenthefrontiersandboundaries--------

Frontiers Boundaries

1.Outer-Oriented. 1.Inner-oriented.
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2.Centrifugalforce. 2.Centripetalforce.

3.Zone(Itconsideredasthezone

).

3.Line(it considered as a

line).

4.Integratedfactor. 4.Separatingfactor.

5. Transitional or geographical

area.

5.Politicalarea.

6.Basedonpast. 6.Basedonpresent.

7.Itisnotmoveable. 7.Itismoveable.

8.Itisuniquecharacter. 8.Itisuniform character.


