PEOPLING

If one probes the process of peopling of the region, one can
discern eleven major streams and waves of immigration which has
built up the present population of north-east India. It is believed (hat

ever of people o seitle in this region in the pre-historic
W speaking Ausiro-Asialjcs, whose descendents
are today identified as the Khasis and Jaintias. They were followed

by the Tibeto- Burman Inngu:gﬂ-spﬂﬂki'ﬁ'é-p‘?upll: of the Sipo-Tibetan
family of Mongoloids, who immigrated from the nﬂth and the easl.
Most of the tribes of the hills and plains of the region belong to this
.group, Thirdly, came the Indo-Aryans from the West. They brough
with them Vedic culture, Hindu religion and a higher technology of

acdnntlrjr'lgri:ulmr@ is lhese three groups nf:;ﬂpll: who livedin |

the region till the beginning of the thirteenth centu Fram ahgut 1203
A.D. another group of In‘dmhnm@ professing Isfam, started settling
in this region/ They came here as soldiers and crafismen of the in-
vading arnies of the Sultans of Defhi and Nowabs of B Eﬂﬂvﬂl- Their
immigration was in a trickle and occasional. They were followed by
the immigration of the Taj-» om people in 1228 under Seukapha,

who established a kingdom in he Brahmaputra Valley that lasted till



POPULATION

. In the seventecnth and cighteenth ceny
| EH}UFS of Tai Fc?p!: [-H_lmm[i! Kham
), who are now found to be living in Ay
T e b o e
gjamese branch of the Sino-Tibetan family of the Meitgoboid |Ir:u
gix groups of people, mentioned above, who lived in m"‘_;j%-—.
[WMG annexed 'hﬁw

e e 4 long with the British there came in, after 1826 A.D.. some
lis apar from a few who lived in the Barak:valley some Eth
[adians, SOMe ll?.ajns:hnln'rs and some Nepalis, who were engaged in
the jobs associated with administration, various crafls trade and
ecrce and law and order in the newly annexed temitor). Afier

the mn::mtilurn ﬂfnmlh_. .casl India, the British tea companies Started
ea plln!ﬂliﬂ“ in the piains ol Assam and brought in, thousands of
{sbourers from Chotanagpur Flateau@mu labourers belong mostly
1o the Mundari language-speaking group of the Austro-Asialic
ethnolinguistic family,/Their immigration started in the 1850’s and
continued upto 1940. Their descendents today represent most of the
e garden and ex-tea garden labourers of A Another signifi-
cant stream of immigration took place in the nineteéfth century with
the coming in of many Kuki-Chin, Naga, and Kachin people from
upper Myanmar across the intemational border ‘o Mizoram, Manipur,
T;;lg:lmd and the eatern districts of Arunachal Fmd@l‘hcn again,
fiom about 1880, there started a migration-stream™of the landiess
Widshim peasants of the then East Bengal (now Bangladesh) who
stled in the islands and the immediate flood-plains of the Brahmaputra
from Dhubri district to as far east as Lakhimpur district Ahe last

Major wave of immigration came (o no .
Partition of the country in 1947, when thousands of Hindu refugecs.

taving lef their hearth and home in East-Pakistan (now Bangladesh),
mlﬂ%ﬂis resion, ) he present population of 'mm:
1 India is essentially made up/of the above eleven Streams i
*3ves of migration resulting in a mosaic of socio-cultural “:f“;
- *Merging socia-cultural scene is such that the Ff!F“{“““" i tn
€an be divided into 357 constitutional communilies including

267
uries there came in 5
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sehedule castes .
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GEOGRAPHY OF NORTH-EAST INDIA

and 182 schedule tribes, The following aly)e
on of the region.
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Table : 42
North Fast-India : Some Demograpie Data, 201

Siate Aren total Density | Growth | S S
/ (k) | Population | Persons of Yol % of
k' | Population | Totg| Total
_ _ 2L00 -] | 2001 2001
Aronachal | 81203 1332611 16.5] 2592 06 | 642
| Assam TAM| 36272 | 39747 169] 69 124
Meghulnya| 22427 2064007 | 13206 | 2782 05 | 859
Miorm | 20081| 1091014 | SLTS | 2278 | Na | oqs
Nagalond 16579 1980602 [ 11946 047 Ml B9
Tripura | (k4R 671002 | 34035 1475 174 3l.1
NE India | 255081 | 44080204 | 17033 1700 30 | 1o
Alllncha  [J287263) 1210193422 | 36814 1764 162 12

Source : Census of India, Final -!'npulnlﬂn- Total, 2011,

Fal FTaLE N b .r"‘f



