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‘The most remarkable demographic feature of the region is o
rapid growth ef its population. 1 was estimated that the population of
the region in [B30 was only one million. It grew by four times 1o 4
million in 1891. During the twentieth cenlury belween 1901 and 2001
it grew by ahout 9.5 times to 38.3 million, as aguinst 3.6 times in [ndia
as a whole. During the last decade the population of the north-€as!
Indian region grew by 6.54 million. Such a high rate of growth 5
ohviously not only due to natural variation alonebut due also joahi :
rate of immigration from both within and outside the courz” i
noticed that in all the census decades from 1901 10 E_QMM
north-cast l,l'!ll_iﬂ__@]?ﬂ'imﬂ:l:'.mu:h higher growth rates than the nato?
as a whole. Even in the decade 1911-1921, when India experience!?
decrense of population by 0.31%, Assam Expen enced an increds® i
20.48%, Manipur 10.92%, Mcghalaya 7.21%, Mizoram 7.90%,
Negaland 6.55% and Tripura ~*.59%. During the censal decade 1951

d the hI'S-I"ﬁFl

1961, which followed partition, Assam and Tripura recorde
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ctes of the century, being 34.98% and 78 719 respectivel
g [ndin a5 & whole recorded a growth o 2] 515 only), Dun_n_;__
S | dcﬂﬂi_lﬂ_ IQ?I-IWI, Negaland recorded a very higﬁ‘gl_uwth
“;" f,el.'i 1%, [ollowed by Meghalaya 30.65%, Mizoram 28.82%
0 n.mﬂﬂh'J 27.00%, Manipur 24.06%, Assam 18.92% and Tfl‘i:p-llrl'
faﬂ% as against the national growth rate of 21.34%, But during
e I censal dcﬂdf (2001-2011) the growth trend has changed 1o
54:“,",,_,;-_:--.Iuenl. The region as a whole experience a growth of 17.00%
¢ against 17.64% of the country. Meghalava recorded the highest
rate within the region with 27.82 followed by Arunachal
f,“dﬁh (25.92%9). Assam, growth rate during the decade was 16,93,
«hile Nagaland recorded a decrease in population by 0.5% in 2011 as

compared L0 2001. As mentioned earlier, E:_Emll hi wih rates
in the region mostly above the national norm, Firstly indicates the
gt e

coming of o large immigrant population.\Sccondly, il shows an
improvement in the heaelth and hygiene condition afier the
independence leading to-check on the occutrence of epidemics like
Kala Azar, Malaria, cholera, dysentery, etc.~Fhirdly there is a few-
lirge groups of people among whom social awamess and litéficy afe -
significantly less, The family planning measures have made little -
headway among them. This has [ed to a higher growth rate among
them. Fourthly, ﬂMstWﬂliun in the

recgnt census operations, These and some such factor have
contributed to the rapid growth of population in the region. Fifthly,
Apart from immigration from outside north-east India, two other factor
that '“_Wﬂ contributed lo districtwise variation in the growth rale, are
mﬂﬂf‘-'—“ﬂgﬂm within respective slates in search of economic
“PRorunities and movement of some people to the Targe towns and —
m%%ﬁk“ﬂum Dimapur, Imphal, Silcha;.ﬁizwi_l.ﬂgma]ull_nd
My £ 10 lnke advantage of the socio-cultural and civic opportunities
ailable in them.
Pecia)) wih trend of the tribal population is more significant es-
(e II]:;I:““ 1971, During the three decads I?:hw:cn 1971 and 2001
g 1S figure are not available) the tribal population of north-
grew by two-and-a-half times, from 4.14 million o 10.33
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total population during the
: only 100%. Qeveral rEASONS MAY be attribuied (o the j: i:hng
F"’l'lll:h“:E of the tribals, JFirstly. there has been a more i highe,

tﬂnﬂ:.hig
and :ﬂ'ﬂjlﬂ -:Ih-;;smg of IFEH-EIJ-E Sﬂhﬂul%

nt mortality due 1o ey ]
: lensio
improved mll:mu_-,r and gmtrﬂl hl:all‘h service-Thridly, g, ol
b all of due 1o L

gation of gm[uu_uf.hﬁ‘-.lfﬂpmvmznt of health and hygien
transport condition, Fourthly. veluniary retum of some trihg)

of the plains as ‘e’ n the recent censues wl:u:. had “fll?mﬁnp:
themselves as “Hindus'.
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