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DISTRIBUTION AND DENSFIY~

The distribution of population in norih-east India is very much
une i l!IIIﬂIII-T I¥cause ﬂ'r\'ll'i sical and SﬂEiDEnumin :

Ccauscs ing in the region About 72 percent of the area of the
Tegion is covered by mountains, hills and plateaus, where The

distribution of population IS Sparse. Itis only the remainig 28 percent

of the area co by plains, that supports the bulk of the population

of the region. The hills and mountains being agriculturally less -

productive, cannot support 2 dense population. In the plains again
population distribution is sparse on the immediate flood-plains of the
Brahmapulra (except irf the western part where irmmigrant peasants
have settled in the last several decades) and in the foot-hills where
thick forestand unproductive gritty soils restict traditional agricultural
activities. Besides the lines of transport and communication have also
influenced the human settlement patiern.

Bothin the plains andhills, population settiements including urban
seftlement are dense along the roads and railways. The lines’
transport and communication also influence the growth of industries
and trade and commerce, which in their turn, influence human
habitation.

{Jt has been found in 2011 that, Assam with its :;‘t_gggj\"frr

Brahmapuira and Barak Plains support 311 5977 that is more than §
of the total population of the region. Next comes Tripura which supports
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1724619 i.. more than half of the states population (3671032) in s

"elatively plain west Tripura Disirict. The Manipur Basin. though sl
inarea (2265 knn?) compare 1o is hilly region (20107iar?) supports
?“ll&ﬁﬂfﬂlc total population of the state. Thﬂ-.l,m____;flﬂl__g_ﬂ'_“lhf—m

most densely populaied state with an av

TSNS per sc 2. followed b
e NS per square km (India 382) in north east India, follo o y
Ruta (370), Meghalaya (132), Manipur (122). Nagaland (117

“120ram (52) and Arnachal Pradesh (17)
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Even within each state there is a varation in population
distribution paterm for reasons slnltﬂ: above. .!_u; per % sensus of
201 in Assam. the Kamrup Metropolifan district with 2010 persons
per square kim is the nmdcnsel}ﬂlhll;d_dﬁmﬂ notonly in Assam,
Wﬂﬂﬂjﬂﬂiﬂl is followed by Dhubri
disirict bordering Hangtndz_sg_“jt_h_,g dtﬂﬂMi@ﬁ
(763/%kmr’) and Nagaon (71 | k), The hull district of Dima Hasao

has the lowest density of 44 persons per sqr. Km. ~ ———
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IE_"_anl:lI wesl district m the Mapj . m
—ion density of B20/kny in 2011 fol] '8 records the higheg;

ja T
*"f;]}m:l and Jmphal East (754km*). The :;T‘FETE'LT_]?’““‘ districy
(77« e lowest density of 32/km?, ¥ amenglong district”

eefC ictrict of Arunachi P -
o distnict ol AU radesh wit .

ﬂ;i-af.'ﬁ_re than 62km’. Itis tmﬁ%"?%
'I’...ﬂllﬁnpiml of ltanagar that has the highest mm:::nh!mg
it ol by Lokt (Rkan) apd Yirap (42hom) ditics o

b noted 12 the largely inaccessible and far flang district of e
yalley [W.E?."knf'_l and Upper Siang (6/kn?) bordering Ehm
AW ”mm?] h-urdcnng both M}rmmm- and China v vory o

ity- .

in Nagaland Dimapur, Kohima and peren recorded a density of
I ons per. sa.kamn. _It r!mjr be noted that the contiguous termiory
apporting these three districs was a large chunk of plainland and tweo

ery large 1OWDS, namely Kohima and Dimapur in it. These three
districts are fallowed in density by Mon (140/km") and Mukokchung
(120km?). The hill territory comprising the district of Longleng,
Toensang and Kiphire ;(lan:rtwuburd:ring Myanmar) has an average
density of only 76/km , which is the least in the state.

Mizoram, where steep hills and deep gorges provide hindrance
o development of agriculture and transport network, has an average
density of 52/km?. It three districts of Aizawl, Kolasib and
Mamit have an average density of 125.88 persons per s uare ki
These Three district border the Barak Valley pﬂﬁm an
have relatively easy geographical accessibility. Then the three southern
most districts of Lunglai, Saiha and Lowngtilai having less steep and
E:v;ly low hills have an ?,vmgcdl:rusityuﬂﬂﬁpmﬂnipﬂrsql{m
p: £, The relatively high north-eastern pan of the state covering

istricts of Champhai and Sarchip bordering Myanmar have 47
":;30 density of 39.57 persons per square kilometre. [t ™Y e

that this area is very high and alteration of steep !"Jl’ and decp
:‘m“ frequent. Hence agricultural facilitics are resulting

SPares distribut; ; :
ribution of population. 1+ populated sEI"

Tripura, following AEW
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4 GEOGRAPHY OF NORTH-EAST INDIA
North-East India. The state has a1 density of 350,08
2011 census. Within the state the district of West. -

km’ as 3
W. the state capital and a greater proportiog

of plain land has the highest density of 486.63 persons per sq k!,

followed by the districs of Dhalai {(353.20) and Nerth Tripura (3 Eﬁ-iﬂl

and South Tripura (223.88).
Meghalaya_has, accordi the ¢

density of 132.15 persons
with the state capital Shillong in it is the most densely populated with
208,32 person per km’. Ri Bhoi district, which was a part of the Easy
K hasi Hill has the same record. They are followed by East Garo Hills
and South Caro Hill (176.79), West Garo Hills (115.55). The last named
district is covered with residual soil lacking fertility. Moreover, its ground
is oft d to be stoney and soil grinty. .
Urban Distribution : [ndia itselfis a country of villages,
wherein live about 83 4 crores of people accounting for 68.84% of
the total population of the country (2011 census). It is more so in case
of North-Esst India, where 81.73% of the total population is raral.
This is a slight improvement over the situation in 2001 when rural
population of the region accounted for 84.49%. There are 44544
villages. About 90% of the rural settlements are small, having less
than 1000 population in each. Arunachal Pradesh has 5589 villages
and 27 towns. The villages in this state are generally small each consigts
of less than 20 households. There are only about 100 rural settlements
having a population more than 1000 in each. The villages are isolated
from one another and the roads linking them are infrequent. The towns
are also small. The states rural population accounts for 77.53% of the
total

011 an a :

Assam has 26,395 villages with 85.92% of the total population
of the sate living in there. The villages in the plains are of medium size
and not as much isolated s in the two hill districts of the staie. The
villages in Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao are often found to be
shifting following 'jhum’ (shifling) cycle. Because of this habit the
agricultural properity is ofien hampered in the rural areas of the hill
districts. Many villages in both the Brahamputra and Barak plains of

2. The disirict of East Khasi Hills”

POPULATION
#mhmdwﬂ_ﬂrﬂm ﬂoodinguﬂmﬂ ' o
pe rainy season. However the pressyre af -
o state is still high leading Lo the growth of

galand had i
Na in 2011 as many ag 1428 Villages, unlike

other hill states Negaland has severa) :
ot the town), Khonoma etc. HHWM:E 1:1: I::lﬁ;ﬂrnhmm
vill

with a population of less than 200 i At
i "\ ton, Tucussag, Kiphire and Ph: ?ﬁlmllrm the districts
ihe state with 3 population of 200-500 in each, ihuu.t;lg;u? 'ﬂ]]lﬁ:_ in
y population of 500+1000 in each, Rest o the vilsges i
more than 1000 population in each. The largest ones have it
than 10,000 population in cach, e

Mizoram has according to the census o
villages and 23 towns. Most of these villages l.’l-: E:uﬁsmm ::
isolated hill-tops. [n fact before the M.N.E. agitation in the last part
of the twentieth centrury the villages were still smallar inaccessible
and isolated. The government made efforts to regorup the seitlement
leading to shifting of some isolated villages, making some of them
accessible and growth of service centres and small towns. Mizoram
now has 51.51 percent of the total population living in the villages.

Manipur has in 2011 a rural population of 18,99,624, accounting
for 69.79 percent of the total of the state. The villages are small and
isolated in the five hill districts of Manipur, There are in the state 2588
villages and 28 towns. The villages in the plains are crowed especially
around the towns.

Tnupra's rural population accounts for 73.82% of the states total.
There are 875 villages and 26 towns in Tripura as per the census of
2011. The state has relatively a greater number of larger villages. Out
of 875 rural settlement units, 276 are small with a population of less
than 200 in each. 530 are of medium size (21-500) 61 of large size
Eg:;im} and 8 are of very large size (population more than 100040

. Mﬂghnla}-n has comparatively large rural P‘:'Puwmwhb Tose»
o7 pOpUIaTDM living in the villages asper the ensusof 2011 T

H u‘ Fllim of
Villages having



! ns in the siale. Iis Flﬂﬂgﬁ I:Ep:ﬂ'illhl' n
are ﬁIE.EEI: wllilsz::‘éi E:Tls and West Khast Hills are small.
the districts of with extensive hilly topography has as stated

Hmh Ef I":—tl o n[’smiﬂﬂ and wsolated 'h"i."ﬂgﬁ. Thil h.l!
o it T
obv10

When the villages are small isolated and farflung it becomes difficule
1o set up & school a post-office 2 health centre a bank or any other
service establishment, let alone providing .!n.u:h €ivic amenties as
waler-supply, power suppl¥, sanitation etc. This E_hﬁ:aqu: of lack of
threshold population in the individual settlement unit and undeveloped
transport and communication to the 150lated locations.

- g Tl L nm o 4 awew e e



