» Primate City by Mark Jefferson
The law of pnmate city was des cloped by Mark Jeflerson in 1939 1t 1s based on the
observation that the country’s Jeading city 1s usually dispropotionately larger than others
in the system For example, London seven times the size of Liverpool, Copenhagen nine
¢ ol Guadalahara. In other

times larger than Aarhus, and Meyigo Criv'five umes the siz
words, a primate city has a stratum of small towns dominated by a very large city with

e . -
ar absence of intermediate centres. Jefterson noted that the ratio of the population of
largest is one-fifth the

the three largest cities, is approximately 100:30-70 {1.e., the third
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size of the largest). According to Jefferson, the largest city has the pre-eminence in
infrastructure, economic. social and political affairs. Pnimate cities are found almost 1n
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alt countries- dcs?fprcd or developing. The factors responsible for the primacy and
degree of primacy tn each one of them vary. S | S
The main causes for the development of primate cities are:

i Small terntonal extent of the country,
2. Relatvely high density of population,
3 Low pet captta income,
4 A high dewree of dependence upon agricultural exports,
. § High rates of populanon growth, and

6. Ir many cases, a formal colomal status. Many of these attnibutes are, of course,
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nuical of developing countries
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' B largest settiemens .i
The ranking is in descending order, 1 denoting the pc_quczno;ﬂ;e largest d;";dtd h!-' !
The population of each Settlement is defined 2s the populat

the rank of the settlement under consideration. If the 12223 m h;naq w:J}?ﬂ aud 50 |
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Rank of cities

The p':ma:-.: cities are memly found in spall countnes For example, Revkjvik
Jcsland. Copenhagen 3 n Denmpark, Kathmandu m Nepal Lago in \E".i'f;""' Lima iz Peee
E‘zz m ] Bc!m_m Quto .:_1 Ea,adx Caracas | m \Y% mezxrlz and Bcoota m Ca!min '

Fodoumg factor are responsidie far crewoa m p'm:.ﬁe cities:

1.-Countries with a colonig! Msx abe h:m: pnmate citizs. For example, Ang_lﬁi.
New Zealand MalaysZ, m Maldive, Kenya, Ethiopia, etc. ¥

_’, EIPE‘::(‘S;-* .edxi‘f '\ rC".IKJ\ \ihlu.ﬁ 15 &m’ on ﬂp(){' Ofra'ﬁ e ..--I (
shows ﬁ-a;';._.m:’. of primacy. s i o
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3. Simple economic and political economy lead to primacy. Countries with small areas
and populatmn low per capita incomes and aiz,nculturc as the basic cconomlc activity
also have a tendency towards primacy.

4. The cities of Khartoumn (Sudan), Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), Mogadishu (Somalia).
Kinshasa (Zaire), Nairobi (Ken nya), Montevideo (Uruguay), Mexico City (Mexico)
are some of such examples.

5. Countries }mv”&gMJ (partly l_clEclL:_r-' ensive and partly ca%lyd'
intensive) also have primate cities Dual economies in Indonesia, Malay&a, Sri
[Lanka and {hailand have been responsible for making Jakarta Kuala Luu']pur |

Colombo and Bangkok primate cities. = e

Primate city in lndla

There is no primate city in India at the national level at present. The absence of primate
uty is partly explained by the I%e size of the country. No city in India exercise
dominance over the entire nation. At the state level, however, there are primate cities
in fifteen out of the mem» -nine states. Several large states. such as West st Bengal,
Karnataka, Taml Nadu, Mdhdrdshtm Andhra Pradesh and (Ju_ldl’dt have primate cities,
which have population at least 1 threwcs the population of the secondﬂigg_cﬂy
Amonyg the smaller states, Mampﬂr MCLhd]dV'i Mizoram, Sikkim and Tripura show a
distinct tendency towards uty ‘primacy. In In the Valley of Kaahmir the city of Sripagar

has the status of a primate city Primate city charactcrmf/:-. are absent in the forthern
states. from Onssa, and Bihar in the east to Rajasthan and Punjab n {he west.
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