
Difference Between Nation and 
Country 

Nation vs Country 
A nation is identified as a political and cultural community aware of its unity, 
interests, and autonomy. 

On the other hand, a country refers to a state governed by independent 
groups in politics. 

What is Nation? 

A nation refers to a vast cluster or a group of people populating a specific area 
based on a standard connection of tradition and culture. Nations are also 
defined as undiversified teams or groups of people that share a common 
religion, language, or any other establishment. 

The term 'nation' is derived from the word 'nacion.' It means the place of origin 
in the French language. 

What is a Country? 

The term 'country' is derived from the Old French word 'contree'. A country is 
referred to as a political entity or a sovereign state. A country has two names: 
a protocol name and a geographical name. For example, the protocol name of 
India is the Republic of India, and the geographical name is India. 

Difference Between Nation and Country: 
Below is a detailed difference between a nation and a country. 

Nation Country 
A nation is a team or group of individuals with a 
common link and identity. 

A country is a state that applies to self-governing identities in 
politics. 

All nations are not sovereign. All countries are sovereign. 



 

Difference Between Nation and State  
A nation is a group of people with a common language, history, culture, and 
geographic territory. A state is characterized by four essential elements- 
territory, population, sovereignty, and a government. 

The other points of the Difference Between Nation and State include: 

• Sovereignty is an essential element and soul of the State. On the other 
hand, a nation doesn't have to possess sovereignty. 

• A nation is more stable than the State because of the fact that when 
sovereignty ends, the concept of the State clears, but not the nation. A 
nation can survive even without sovereignty.  

• A State can be created while a Nation is always the result of evolution 
• State is a political organization, while a nation is a social, cultural, 

psychological, emotional, and political unity. 

Difference Between Country and Nation: Examples  
We hope that the above information has cleared all your doubts regarding the 
similarities and Differences Between Nation and Country. Below are some 
examples of the same: 

Examples of Nations 

• Hong Kong 
• Bermuda 
• Greenland 
• Puerto Rico 
• Northern Ireland 
• Wales, Scotland 
• England 

A nation is defined in a geographical aspect. A country is defined by the same government and in terms of 
people. 

An example of a nation is the Basque people who 
live in Spain, but they consider themselves as a 
different nation because they have a separate 
ethnicity and interests from the rest of the 
population 

An example of this is the Russian Federation. The states in the 
Russian Federation follow the rules and regulations of the 
same governing body. All the states of the Russian Federation 
are small constituents and adhere to the policies of one 
government 



Examples of Countries 

• China 
• United States 
• Germany 
• France 
• United Kingdom 
• Canada 
• Australia 
• Japan 

Some nations are considered sovereign states, but some are not. Examples 
of nations that are not sovereign states but hold a territory are: 

• Bosnia 
• The Indian Nations of the United States 
• Sicily 
• Tibet 
• Quebec 
• Corsica 
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